
Recipe	  of	  happiness:	  

You	  take...

ü 1	  pinch	  of landscapes	  from	  high	  alpine	  

mountains	  to	  gently	  rolling	  hills

ü 1	  dash	  of	  culinary	  delicacies	  from	  the	  region

ü 1	  pinch	  of	  Styrians as	  hosts

ü 1	  dash	  of	  	  humour and	  self-‐irony

Mix	  them	  lovingly	  and	  spice	  them,	  then	  serve	  

with	  cordiality!	  

……	  	  Welcome	  to	  STYRIA!



Day	  1	  South	  Styrian	  Wine	  Road

Hear	  the	  distinct	  whirring	  of	  a	  wind-‐powered	  bird-‐scaring	  contraption?	  
Good – that's a traditional Klapotetz and you're in the right place!

Located close to the Slovenian border, you'll encounter Austria's southernmost wine
region. The 44-‐mile (70 km) South Styrian Wine Road is often likened to Tuscany. Unlike
Tuscany, you'll find no crowds – just charming villages, assorted vineyards and cozy little
wine taverns, or Buschenschanken.

For lunch, stop at one of the many Buschenschanken for a typical
Brettljausn (cold meat platter) and enjoy a glass or two of the local wine.

Expand your palate with some dark green Styrian pumpkinseed oil & the
region's exquisite fruit vinegars and distillates. A broad array of chutneys,
sauces and local cheeses await and the crisp, fruity wines of Styria.

An easy 40-‐minute drive will take you to Styria’s
capital, Graz, Austria’s second-‐largest city and a
wonderful medieval gem, where modernity and tradition
merge



Day	  2	  Graz	  

Explore the Old Town of Graz, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site whose roots date back to the
Roman ages.

Whoever wanders through the Old Town gets a lesson along the way in looking at the Romanesque, the
Gothic, the Renaissance, the Baroque, Historism and Art Nouveau, and gets a view from the Schlossberg
of the unique roofscape, which also hides many unparalleled sights: romantic lanes, Italian palazzi and
proud town houses. Graz is divided by the river Mur and easily walkable throughout.

Walk (or take the elevator) up the Schlossberg, a small mountain in the very center, thick with trees.
Back in the Old Town, stop at the original Medieval Armory, the only one of its kind left in the world –
with enough weapons to equip an army of 5,000!
you can find the largest collection of weapons in the world here with over 30.000 individual pieces. Or
did you already know that horses also wore armor?

The Burg in Graz, official
headquarter of the regional
government, is a real gem. Centuries of
reconstruction have yielded interesting
elements of the Gothic, Renaissance
and Biedermeier eras. Particularly
striking is the double spiral staircase,
seeming almost like an optical illusion.
This “staircase of reconciliation”
consists of two opposing spiral stairs,
which merge briefly on each floor, part
and then rejoin.



Day	  3	  The	  Castles	  Road	  

Just an hour drive brings you to the mighty 900-‐year-‐old castle itself, Riegersburg
Castle, perched atop a dormant volcano. Hike up, or take the elevator; at the top is
a vivid portrait of what life was like in a medieval fortress known for being virtually
impregnable. Watch a show featuring birds of prey, visit the Witch Museum and
admire the castle’s display of medieval arms.

Not far from Riegersburg Castle lies the Zotter chocolate factory, where the family
Zotter makes organic, fair-‐trade chocolates by hand. It's a unique world of culinary
experimentation, unconventional design and high principles.
Master inventor Josef Zotter comes up with one new flavor combination after
another at this whimsical chocolate paradise.

Drive back to Graz for dinner at Aiola Upstairs, for arguably the best outdoor dining
experience in town. Atop the Schlossberg mountain and at the heart of the city’s
former fortifications, you'll enjoy a beautiful view of the city’s famous medieval
rooftops, while dining on Styria’s culinary highlights.


